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Clara Gibson is a teacher in the public schools of 

Highland; Elizabeth Gibson married J. M. Colaw, of 

Monterey, Va.; Catherine Gibson is a popular teacher 

in the Rockbridge public schools. 

Martha Lockridge, the fifth daughter, was married 

to Roger Hickman, of Bath County. Her children 

were Lanty Hickman, now of Tucker County, and 

Elizabeth, who is Mrs Stuart Rider, of Bath County. 

It has been a pleasure to the wi iter to collect the 

material for this sketch, for many of the persons men¬ 

tioned therein were among the cherished friends of his 

youth. 

As to the personal appearance of this venerable man, 

it was a common remark of those who had seen Henry 

Clay that there was a striking resemblance in the form 

and features of the two men, and that those who had 

portraits of Henry Clay had nothing to do but scratch 

out the name and write Lanty Lockridge in place of it, 

and they would have his picture and one that every¬ 

body would recognize. The writer never saw Henry 

Clay, but he has been often impressed with the portrait 

he has seen, and is always reminded of our venerable 

friend by the striking resemblance, so apparent to those 

who were acquainted with him. 

JOSHUA BUCKLEY. 

It appears from Authentic tradition that the pioneer 

settler of the Buckeye neighborhood, four miles south 

of Marlinton, was Joshua Buckley, at the junction of 
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S*vago Creek with the Greenbrier. It was about the 

year 1770 or 1775. He came from Winchester, Va., 

and his wife, Hannah Collins, was a native of New¬ 

town, few miles south of Winchester. John Buckley, 

tlieir eldest child, was but two weeks old when his pa¬ 

rents set out in the month of March on their pack 

horses for their new home. 

Upon their arrival they occupied a deserted hunter’s 

camp, and on the same day Mr Buckley took the suf¬ 

fering, jaded horses to John McNeeFs, in the Levels, 

to procure keeping for them awhile, thus leaving wife 

and child alone. The wolves howled all night, and 

she conld hear the snapping of their teeth, but she 

disclaimed all fear. This camp was occupied until a 

cabin could be built and ground prepared for potatoes 

and buckwheat. 

This family for the first summer subsisted on a bush¬ 

el and a half of meal, brought with them from Win¬ 

chester, with potatoes and venison. Mr Buckley could 

go up Cooks Run and pick out a deer as conveniently 

as a mutton may now be had, and even more easily. 

One of the daughters, Mrs Hetty Kee, the ancestress 

of the Kee family, when a little girl remembered see¬ 

ing the Indians very often, and frequently heard them 

on the ridges overlooking Buckeye, whistling on their 

powder charges, and making other strange noises as if 

exchanging signals. 

Mr Buckley raised one crop of buckwheat that he 

often mentioned to illustrate how it would yield. For 

fear the corn might not ripeen enough for bread, he 

dropped grains of buckwheat between the rows by 
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hand and covered with a hoe. He planted a half¬ 

bushel of seed and threshed out eighty bushels. Ho 

carried the nails used in roofing his barn from Win¬ 

chester. They were hammered out by hand, and cost 

seventeen cents a pound. 

There were frequent alarms from Indian incursions. 

The women and younger children would be sent to the 

fort at Millpoint. The older boys would stay around 

home to look after the stock, with instructions to re¬ 

fugee in a certain hollow log if Indians should be seen 

passing by. 

About the time Joseph Buckley became a grown 

man, his father had five hogs fattening at the upper 

end of the orchard. One night a panther came and 

carried the whole lot to Cooks Run, piled them up, 

and covered them over with leaves and earth. The 

father and his sons watched for several nights, and 

finally the old panther came with her cubs. She was 

shot and the cubs captured and kept for pets. One was 

given away, and the other kept until almost grown. 

It took a great dislike to the colored servants, named 

Thyatira and Joseph. Young Joe Buckley took much 

delight in frightening the servants. He would hold 

the chain and start the panther after them, and would 

let it almost catch them at times. This would frighten 

the servants very mvch, and they cherished great ani¬ 

mosity towards the pet, and threatened to put it out of 

the way. This made the young man uneasy about his 

panther, and he would not leave it out of doors at night 

fearing the servants would kill it, and so he made a 

place for safe keeping near his bed. The beast would 
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sleep by his side, purring like a kitten, though much 

louder. 

One night the young man was awakened by Some¬ 

thing strange about his throat. When became con¬ 

scious he found his pet was licking at his throat, slight¬ 

ly pinching at times with its teeth, then lick awhile and 

pinch a little harder- Thts frightened the .young man 

so thoroughly that he sprang to his feet, dragged it out 

of doors and dispatched it at once. 

JOHN SHARP. 

Among the persons settling in what is now Pocahon¬ 

tas County early in the century, John Sharp, Senior, a 

native of Ireland, is richly deserving of more than 

passing notice. He is the ancestor of the families of 

that name that constitute such a marked proportion of 

the Frost community, and have been identified with 

that vicinity for the past 91 years. Previous to the 

Revolution he came in with the tide of Scotch-Irish 

imigration that spread over Pennsylvania and New 

Jersey, and thence moved south, and finally located in 

Rockingham County, Virginia. His wife was Marga¬ 

ret Blaine, whose parents resided in the vicinity of 

Rawley Springs. She was- a relative of Rev. John S. 

Blaine, one of the pioneer Presbyterian pastors in our 

countyr 

After a residence of several years in Rockingham 

County, Mr Sharp came to Pocahontas to secure land 

for the use of his large and industrious family, and he 

succeeded well, and saw them well fixed in life all 
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